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PROCESS FOR THE MORE CERTAIN DETECTION

OF ARSENIC.

Dr. Geoghegan proposes the following procedure by
'which a given quantity of arsenic may be transferred
undiminished to each of the fluid tests in succession.
As minute precautions in manipulation vitally affect
the result, he premises that want of success in the
application of the fluid-tests to small sublimates, somne-
times arises from not reducing the latter to powder
-before attempting their solution. The sublimate being
carefully detached by a glass rod, aided by a fine stream
of distilled twater, should be received in a small
porcelain mortar, and carefully triturated. The solu-
tion having been effected by boiling, should (1) be
precipitated when cool, by ammonio-nitrate of silver.
The yellow arsenite obtained is to be next decomposed
by a slight excess of pure hydrochloric acid, aud the
filtered solution treated (2) by a current of sulphuretted
hydrogen. Having ascertained the solubility of the
resulting sulphuret in ammonia, it should now be dis-
solved in nitro-muriatic acid, and evaporated to dryness,
(avoiding excess of heat at the close,) re-dissolved and
precipitated (3) by nitrate (or ammonio-nitrate) of
silver, which yields the brick-red arseniate (4.) Finally,
the latter being decomposed by hydrochloric acid, in
minimum quantity, the filtrate should be heated with a
few drops of an aqueous solution of sulphurous acid,
the excess of the latter expelled, and hydrated oxide of
copper, with ammonia, in minute quantity, added. We
can thus elicit the reactions of thefour fluid tests from
a quantity of arsenious acid which would prove
refractory by the common method of subdivision, and
are hence enabled to ensure a satisfactory issue in
difficult cases. The final step o1 the operation is not
always successful, the ammonio-sulphate of copper
being, even in experiments on larger quantities, a much
less delicate test than tbose previously named. Having
obtained, however, the antecedent results, the evidence
of the presence of arsenic may be deemed complete.
Modifications of the foregoing method will at once
suggest themselves, and may be adopted at pleasure.
It may occur to the instructed reader, that the success
of the copper test might be secured by re-precipitation
and sublimation of the arsenic subsequent to the
formation of arsenite of silver; as, however, there is
reason to believe that no inconsiderable portion of the
metal is often retained by the copper foil as an
orseniuret, this procedure is not to be recommended.-
MAedical Gazette, October 6th, 1848.
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TO TRH EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND

SURGICAL JOURNAL.
SIR,

!1t,not resist writing to corroborate the truth of
Mr. forman's observations on the case of acute laryn.
gitis, inserted in your last number. A precisely similar
case occurred in my practice last summer, with the
exception that the sufferer was a woman. It is not
necessary to go into details, for the above reason, the

patient being also treated on the same plan, except the
venesection, which did not appear admissible from the
depression observant at the time. I confess to you,
prior to the fatal termination of the case, notwith-
standing the absence of urgent symptoms justifying
such a measure, I had nearly proposed the operation.
Now, that such an authority as Mr. Norman has sug-
gested it, should I meet with another case of a like
nature, I should, were it permitted, unhesitatingly
resort to tracheotomy. Happily, laryngitis is a very
rare affection, but being also so fatal, I have felt justi.
fied in taking the liberty of drawing the attention of
the profession, through your widely spread Journal, to
the necessitv of adopting Mr. Norman's suggestion in
this intractable disease, and therebv, perhaps, removing
another stigma from the value and usefulness of our
noble profession.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. A. RACKHAM, M.R.C.S.E., &c.
Wangford, Suffolk, January 16, 1849.

NOTICE OF THE LATE DR. JAMES COWLES
PRICHARD, F.R.S.

Dr. Prichard, who was born at Ross, in Herefordshire,
settled as a physician in Bristol, in the year 1810, and
was a few years after appointed physician to the Clifton
Dispensary and St. Peter's Hospital. In addition to
his professional avocations, he occupied himself, at this
period, in writing the first edition of his " Researches
into the Physical llistory of Man," which appeared in
1813, and bis work upon " Egyptian Mythology." In
the year 1816, he was- elected Physician to the Bristol
hfirmary, which appointment he filled in conjunctiox
with that of Phvsician to St. Peter's Hospital; and ia
the year 1822, he published a work on the " Diseases
of the Nervous System." In 1829, be wrote a small
octavo work, entitled "'An Essay on the Vital Principle,"
dedicated to the patrons of the Bristol Philosophical
Institution, of which he was one of the founders, and
where he frequently gave lectures, and read papers on
various subjects. He also took an active part in.,
founding the Bristol College, and was, for many years,
one of the members of its council. The degree of
Doctor of Medicine of the University of Oxford was
conferred upon him, by diploma, upon the occasion
of his reading the Anniversary Address at the meeting
of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association,
held in that city, in the year 1835. Dr. Prichard was
one of the Visiting Physicians of the Gloucestershire
Lunatic Asvlum, and a Metropolitan Commissioner in
Lunacy before his appointment under the recent Act.
About this time he wrote his work on " Insanity," a
book upon the "Eastern Origin of the Celtic Language,"
and a little volume on insanity, as connected with
jurisprudence, and contributed various articles to the
aCyclopedia of Practical Medicine," and the " Library
of Medicine." In'the year 1845, he was appointed one
of her Majesty's Commissioners in Lunacy, and re-
moved to London, where, besides the active duties of


